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A Prayer of Pursuing One’s Dreams

By Fr. Timothy Pavlatos

Lord Jesus Christ, You have placed within my soul an appetitive aspect, the aspect of
desire, so that in making proper use of it [ will desire to serve and love You, as well as
serve and love all people with my whole being and so fulfill the two greatest
commandments.

I confess, there are times when my desire is directed toward people and things that I know
will not be beneficial to my soul. I also confess that in my brokenness, and fallenness, I
may dream of or desire something that in itself is not harmful but may take me away from
the path that you have established for me according to Your divine providence.

Having been instructed to zzuse in You with all my heart and lean not on my own
understanding and in all my ways to acknowledge You, that You will make my path
straight (cf. Prov. 3:5-6), I pray, enlighten my mind that I may know the way You deem
best for me according to the gifts You have blessed me with.

Whatever dreams [ may have, grant that | may commit to You all that 1 do so that You will
establish my plans (cf. Prov. 16:3). For I trustin Your goodness and love for me as I call to
mind the words of Jeremiah the Prophet, “#or / know the plans I have for you, says the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

(Jer. 29:11).

May I not be anxious about my dreams, but through prayer, supplication and thanksgiving
make my requests known to You (cf. Phil. 4:6), seeking first Your kingdom (cf. Mt. 6:33),

knowing that while my mind has plans for my future, it is You who will direct my steps (cf.

Prov. 16:9).

To You be all glory, honor and worship, now and forever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.



